
T E N N E S S E E  W I L D L I F E  R E S O U R C E S  A G E N C Y  

ELLINGTON AGRICULTURAL CENTER 

P. 0. BOX 40747 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37204 

August 15,2006 

Robin Heard, Acting Director 
Easement Program Division 
Natural ~eso&ces Conservation Service 
P.O. Box 2890 
Washington, DC 2001 3-2890 

Dear Director Heard: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Interim Final Rule for the Healthy Forests 
Reserve Program. Properly designed and implemented, the Program could play an important 
role in restoring healthy and diverse forest ecosystems that provide multiple benefits to 
participating landowners and the general public. 

While the three identified goals of the program are desirable, in many instances recommended 
forest management practices to recover threatened and endangered species, improving 
biodiversity, and enhancing carbon sequestration are conflicting or even mutually exclusive. 
Often recovery of T&E species, especially for those with large contiguous habitat needs, will 
require management that results in less biodiversity. Considerations for carbon sequestration 
need to be focused on where increased benefits can be realized fi-om actions addressing the first 

oting diverse, native forest systems (as 
pposed to large blocks of cottonwoods, sycamores, hybrid poplars, etc.) that are being proposed 

cial operations involving biofuels. 

ed in the Interim Rule, an approach to putting enrollment priority on, or limiting 
odd be essential to helping maximize the 

investment in this program. In order to significantly affect many forest ecosystems, 
among the 50 states 

and acres for many states. 
so minimize the NRCS workload involved 
ons and contract agreements. 

ds inclusion of the bottomland hardwoods of the Mississippi River and its 
Appalachian region (including the Cumberland 

Plateau), as regional forest ecosystems to be included as HFRP focus areas. 

The ranking system developed at the state level will be essential to targeting acreage to 
aximize benefits. Developing ranking and cost-share practices will be a potentially very 

ering the great diversity of potential listed wildlife and plant species in 
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While we don't have a specifidly worded rub suggmtion, s m  thotqght might need to be @vim 
to address potatid program abm, similar to smeone lmaking 
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Regding Section I@) (page 28549, middle calrrmn), the last ~ k m x  which ""ln 
easement c i r w a c m ,  where a change of condition$ 
Landowner Protection, NRCS will work to address CO-m in the HFRP 
restoration plan in cooxdhation with the lmdourller. 
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where the landowner d m ' t  carry out t e rm and conditions of tb 
environmental or ecological c o n d i h  changing and t h m f m  d m  the need for 
Landomer Protection? 



We look forward to working with NRCS and the Fish and Wildlife Service on implementation of 
the Healthy Forests Reserve Program in Tennessee. 

Regards, va k 
Mark budlin 
Private Lands Liaison 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 

Brant Miller 
Staff Fopester 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 

Cc: Mr. James Ford, TN-NRCS State Conservationist 
Mr. John Rissler, TN-NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Programs 
Mr. G q  T. Myers, TWRA Executive Director 
Mr. Greg Wathen, TWRA Chief of Wildlife 
Mr. John Gregory, TWRA Chief of Real Estate and Forestry 
Richard Kirk, TWRA Nongame Coordinator 
Tim Churchill, TWRA Special Assistant to the Director 




